


 BANGOR ON DEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BANGOR ISYCOED COMMUNITY COUNCIL


A meeting of Bangor on Dee Community Council was held on Tuesday 20th June 2023 at 7.30 pm at the Bangor on Dee Village Hall.

Present:  Councillors: N Amyes (Chairman), S Morrison, M Glanville, T Nicholls, R I Williams (arrived 8:25pm) and Mr R Glanville

Mr S Merry – Clerk. 

Apologies:  Cllrs S Sharp, J Grice, C Dawson

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

No Declarations of Interest were noted.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 

The Minutes of the meeting on the 16th May having been circulated and reviewed were agreed as an accurate record. Proposed by Cllr S Morrison and seconded by Cllr M Glanville.

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES

Reviewing the minutes, the following were noted:

· The appointments of the Councillors following the AGM were confirmed.
· The Clerk confirmed the new Model Standing Orders May 2023 have been received from One Voice Wales (OVW) and have been added to the website.
· Riverside Walk and the Boat House are agenda items below.
· The Clerk confirmed the bins for Friars Field have been ordered as requested.
· The Clerk confirmed that the Annual Donations for the village and normal monthly payments have been completed as requested.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that new communications have been circulated to the councillors.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

P/2023/0326 – The Willows, Station Road – Commercial change of use.

The CC discussed the above and had no concerns about the changes, Cllr T Nicholls asked about the exterior plans for parking etc... Cllr N Amyes offered to forward these. Action: Cllr N Amyes


FLOOD DEFENCE 

In her absence, Cllr J Grice has forwarded an email update, which Cllr N Amyes read out to the CC. 

Following a recent meeting Cllr J Grice has stepped down as Senior Flood Warden. Mr Nick Holland has taken over. He has great experience with the emergency planning in Wrexham and the 4x4 rescue team. Mr Ben Lee has stood down as Assistant Senior Flood Warden, to be replaced by Mr Paul Wright. 

Following these changes, the Clerk was asked to clarify if Cllr J Grice would continue to report back to the CC. Action: Clerk.

POLICING 

The Clerk confirmed all police reports have been distributed.

VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT

Display Cabinet

The CC discussed correspondence from the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC), the focus was mainly on notice distribution and location. It was felt that both parties could come to an agreement on these issues. 

Mr R Glanville was asked about construction timeframes, and it was hoped given current workloads, it would be available by the end of August. As no instructions have previously been given it was proposed that a formal instruction be given to Mr R Glanville, this was agreed by all in attendance and for the Clerk to notify those councillors who are absent and the VHMC. Action: Clerk

Riverside Walk

Following the discussions previously on the above and the points raised about ownership from Cllr R I Williams. The Chairman outlined the current position of the land from archive material obtained by the Clerk

From a Community Council voting map of the area, the land is highlighted as belonging to Sesswick CC, however since the new bridge was built the owners are WCBC and deeds show BODCC lease the land from WCBC for £100 per annum. The legal files show this was last completed in 2006 for a 21-year term to 2027. Cllr S Morrison raised the issue about previous leases, and it was understood a lease was in place prior to 2006. Therefore, it was hoped this would ‘roll over’ for another 21 years in 2027. In order to be prudent, it was agreed to try and clarify the position now with WCBC, rather than leave. Action Clerk.

Given the above, it was clear why previous CC’s had developed the area and confirmed the current CC could add to the area if agreed.

Riverside Walk – Bench

Given the above the Clerk was asked to continue reviewing the bench options for this area. In addition to the traditional oak bench, the Clerk was asked to also consider synthetic benches due to their price and durability. Action: Clerk

Boat House

Following further research into the Boat House, the latest understanding of the CC is that in the 1980’s the Bangor on Dee Safety Committee decided to sell the equipment in the Boat House and the money raised was probably put in a charitable bank account (Cllr R I Williams understands there is/was a bank account). The Committee then approached Bass Carrington to take back responsibility for the building. Since then the Bass Carrington pub has now passed to Riverside Pubs ie the Royal Oak.

Although no more details are known, the Clerk was asked to investigate the bank account via the Charities Commission. Action: Clerk

The CC see the building as an historical landmark for the village and the Mytton family. Given this it was agreed that the family should be approached to get their perspective on the building and its future. Action: Mr R Glanville

Mr R Glanville reported back to the CC on the state of repair, potential new work and the costs involved. The initial amount was more than the CC could put forward at this time and so Cllr N Amyes offered to look into the possibility of a Grant. Action: Cllr N Amyes

In order to try and clarify the responsibility for the building and get an idea of what Riverside Pubs thoughts are on the matter. The Clerk was asked to write to the owners. Action Clerk.

In the event that the CC could take responsibility for the building and complete a restoration, Cllr N Amyes understood there could be restrictions on its use as the CC only has one elected member. Cllr N Amyes offered to investigate this further. Action: Cllr N Amyes. 

STREET LIGHTING: 

The Clerk confirmed there were no outstanding streetlight issues.

ACCOUNTS 

Payments outstanding

The Clerk confirmed the following payments have become due in the last month; all payments were agreed. Action: Clerk to make payments

Supply Direct (New Bins for Friars Field) paid in May £887.59
Little Red Tractor (Village cut May) £314.40
Scottish Power (Monthly Energy Costs May) £165.28
Employer Costs (Clerk salary May) £396.92
JDH Business Services (Internal Auditor) annual fee £297.00
Village Hall rental Jan, Feb, Apr 3 x £12 = £36

The Clerk was asked if he had received any update regarding the new signatory name changes to the online banking. The Clerk confirmed he has not received anything yet from HSBC.


Internal Audit

Following completion of the Internal Audit, the Clerk outlined the feedback from JDH Business Services Ltd. 

1) Annual Risk Assessment is Outstanding

The Clerk confirmed the assessment was completed and provided, the Clerk used the title Health and Safety Assessment in the minutes, however the form has remained the same as in previous years. 

The Clerk did acknowledge the auditors’ comments that the assessment needs updating as the CC has moved from chequebook payments only to electronic banking. The Clerk confirmed he would contact One Voice Wales (OVW) for guidance on a new form for next year. Action: Clerk. 

2a) No Evidence of Budget against actual Spend

Whilst the Clerk provides the CC with a quarterly record of all payments and the balance of the current account and produced an annual budget at the start of the year, the above requirement has not been met.

The Clerk informed the CC that for future audits, the quarterly payments should be set against the annual budget, so that the CC can see if they are under or over budget at the time of the review. The auditor does not specify how often this needs to be done, so could be half yearly or quarterly.


2b) Minuted Precept Amount

In the January 2023 minutes the CC agreed to freeze the annual Precept, however the amount was not stated.

The Clerk apologised for this oversight. The Annual Precept was frozen at £20.396. 

2c) General Reserves

As the level of General Reserves are higher than the annual expenditure of the CC, the CC should quantity specially what these funds are too be used for.

The Clerk outlined to the council that information on what plans the CC had was passed on to the auditor, however what is required is a specific spending plan on how much will be allocated for each project and how much is going to be held in reserves. Cllr N Amyes stated that moving forward the CC could provide this information.

In addition to spending projects, the Clerk highlighted to the CC the Grant scheme. A decision was made to provide the facility for local organisations, however, the annual amounts up for consideration were not agreed. 

Cllr R I Williams joined the meeting.


3) Asset Register

The Asset Register does not agree with the Annual Return.

The Clerk openly stated that he doesn’t understand the issue here, he has written to the auditor asking for clarification and has yet has not received a reply.

The same Asset Register has been in use by the CC for well over 15 years. The gross value of the register is £114,326.77 (£91,461.42 net). Last year only the auditor stated that assets should be added net not gross and therefore on the Annual Return the asset amount should be £112,528 (2021/22), as instructed the Clerk used this figure, as no assets were added this year, the same figure was used on the Annual Return. The auditor is asking for the Asset Register and Annual Return to match. The Clerk stated that the only way this can be achieved is to have assets up to 2020/21 added gross and then added net after this period, which, unless rules have changed, doesn’t currently make sense.

4) VAT Shortfall

VAT from Jones Lighting Ltd invoice 4731 for £37.86 is owing

As minuted last month, whilst completing the Internal Audit, I noted that the above VAT was missed from the VAT reclaim for 2022/23. This can be reclaimed in 2023/24.

The Community Council thanked the Clerk for the detailed report.

External Audit

The Clerk confirmed he has completed the Annual Return for 2022/23, this was circulated to the CC, agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

The Clerk outlined the additional information required by the External Auditor, in particular the Councillor Payments via the IRPW Review. Despite numerous emails only half of the councillors had replied, the Clerk was asked to email again to try and resolve this outstanding issue. Action: Clerk

The Clerk confirmed the Annual Return and additional questionnaire would be submitted before the June deadline. Action: Clerk

Clerks Position

The Clerk confirmed to the Community Council that he would be leaving, and that September would be his last meeting. He hoped this would be enough time for the CC to find a replacement and offered to assist the new Clerk if any help was required.

The Community Council thanked the Clerk for his tenure.

The Clerk agreed to forward a vacancy notice/advert to the Chairman. Action: Clerk


  


COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT

Cllr R I Williams reported back to the CC on the following issues:

The CC recapped the situation on Riverside Walk, Cllr R I Williams stated it was a shame that the trees were obstructing the views of the church.

Cllr R I Williams outlined the position of the Wrexham LDP plan and argued that the number of houses being built are not in line with population growth within Wrexham. Additionally, the road network are not being changed to accommodate the growth in new houses. Given the lower demand he fears the properties could be purchased by those working in the Chester and just used for commuting.

Locally, he highlighted concerns about the A525 and the neglected farms on the outskirts of Bangor and hoped one of these will be sold to help pay for the renovation of the other two farms.

A further recap of the ownership of the Boat House took place.

Additionally, Cllr R I Williams touched upon his work on council properties in the village, the lack of a bus service in Worthenbury and surrounding area and the need to work closer with the Racecourse.

The meeting closed at 8:56 pm.
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