
BANGOR ON DEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BANGOR ISYCOED COMMUNITY COUNCIL


The Annual General Meeting of Bangor on Dee Community Council was held on Tuesday 16th May 2023 at 7.30 pm at the Bangor on Dee Village Hall. 

Present:  Councillors: N Amyes, S Morrison, S Sharp, J Grice, M Glanville, C Dawson (8:20pm) and R I Williams (8:15pm). Mr R Glanville.

Mr S Merry – Clerk. 

Apologies:  Cllr T Nicholls 

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the councillors. 

DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Clerk confirmed that all current councillors had signed their Declarations of Office.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

Cllr J Grice confirmed her interest in the Sportsfield Committee.

Cllrs C Dawson and S Morrison confirmed their interest in the Village Hall Committee. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The council was asked if any councillors wished to be put forward for Chairman, Cllr N Amyes confirmed his interest. No other name was put forward. Continuation of Cllr N Amyes as Chairman was proposed by Cllr J Grice and seconded by Cllr M Glanville. All in favour.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Cllr S Morrison put himself forward to the post of Vice-Chairman. Proposed by Cllr S Sharp and seconded by Cllr J Grice.  All in favour. 

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE

Cllr N Amyes and Cllr S Morrison were re-elected.
VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE

Cllr S Morrison and Cllr C Dawson were re-elected.

SPORTS FIELD ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE

Cllr J Grice was re-elected. 

Cllr S Sharp put his name forward to this committee, all in favour.

ELECTION OF AREA REPRESENTATIVES

One Voice Wales Wrexham/Flintshire Area Meeting Representatives.

Cllr N Amyes was re-elected as representative. 

Town & Community Council Forum Meetings 

Cllr N Amyes was re-elected Community Council Representative

Flood Defence Standing Committee

Cllr J Grice was re-elected this year. 

Cllr S Sharp put his name forward to this committee, all in favour.

Dame Dorothy Jeffrey's Educational Foundation

Cllr C Dawson was re-elected as our representative to this local charity. 

Cllr R I Williams is also on this committee for WCBC and offered to forward contact details for Cllr C Dawson. Action: Cllr R I Williams. 

Rainbow Consortium Committee

Cllr M Glanville was re-elected to this committee

PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE

Cllr J Grice, Cllr N Amyes and Cllr M Glanville were re-elected to this committee.

All councillors were in agreement with the above.

ADOPTION

It was agreed that the community council would adopt the following:

· Financial Regulations (Wales) 2019
· Model Financial Regulations 2018
· The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) 2016

The Clerk confirmed that new regulations for 2023 were due shortly and from OVW and these would also be adopted once available and added to the Community Council website. All Agreed. Action: Clerk.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 

The Minutes of 18th April having been circulated and reviewed were agreed the CC as an accurate record. All Agreed.

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES

Flood Defence  - Cllr J Grice updated the community council on the drains in the village. Following a heavy downpour it was good to see that the drains worked efficiently as hoped. This was also confirmed by Mrs Tracy Adams in the Middle Shop. In addition, Cllr J Grice also confirmed the road/drain cleaner has been around the village cleaning the gulleys.

Agrication – The Clerk confirmed he had liaised with Mrs Cheryl Reeves regarding the grant payment.

Speed Sensor - The Clerk confirmed he had received confirmation from TWM Traffic Control Systems Ltd about the sensor on Station Road, a technician has found a fault in the LED solar driver and this has been replaced. In addition, the warranty has been updated. The CC were happy with this outcome and would keep an eye on the situation.

Maintenance update – Mr R Glanville updated the CC on the jobs he is doing around the village. 

· The Fencing on Friars Field (FF) is still outstanding as the grass is very wet.
· The old Jubilee bench has been removed for repairs.
· The notices on the High Street will be rubbed down and treated with oil.

Mr R Glanville was thanked for his update and the work to date.

New Bench – A discussion followed on the new bench, the Clerk asked the CC if the decision to locate an oak King Charles III coronation bench next to the bus stop on Whitchurch Road was the best choice and use of CC resources. If the decision was just for a bench at this location, any bench would suffice, if it was for a location, the village has far better locations than the bus stop.  Having reviewed the above, the CC agreed to reverse the decision and look to have the new bench on Riverside Walk.  The Clerk was asked to look at the prices of the benches and arrange a concrete base. Action: Clerk

Friars Fields Waste Bins – The Clerk outlined the full quotation prices to the CC, including additional decorative costs and delivery, the two cheapest prices were £887.59 (SupplyDirect) and £959.98 (Speedybins) respectively. Mr R Glanville quoted £60 per concrete slab to house the bins, the Clerk confirmed he has also spoken to Mr W Waters at WCBC regarding the bases and hoped the County Council could assist with this matter. All agreed on SupplyDirect for the bin and the Clerk was asked to arrange the order. Action: Clerk

WiFi Village Hall – The Chairman reported back on the WiFi test this evening, although not 100% successful, it was agreed that the CC are trying to accommodate the requirements for Hybrid meetings and had no concerns at this time.

One Voice Wales Questionnaire – Cllr N Amyes confirmed the questionnaire was completed and submitted.

Boat House – The CC discussed the Boat House history and the current poor state of repair. The Clerk confirmed the ownership as he understood from former Cllr B Huckle’s research. It was agreed that further research should take place to try and understand the ownership situation better. The CC discussed the possibility of getting more information together to get an idea on the costs to repair the building. Mr R Glanville was asked if he could provide the CC with his opinion. Action: Clerk/Mr R Glanville 

CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that there was no new correspondence, and that all details received over the last month have been circulated to the councillors.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

P/2023/0192 – Cloy Bank Farm 

The CC had no objections to this planning application.

FLOOD DEFENCE 

Cllr J Grice confirmed she had nothing further to add at this time.

POLICING

There was no police visit this month, however the community council do receive brief police updates on the area

VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT

Village Questionnaire 

Cllr N Amyes provided an initial wording to the CC for the Village Questionnaire. Looking at areas that the CC have control over and others that are at the remit of WCBC. It was felt some information on the CC should be given, but kept brief and with clarity on the roles of both councils.

Paper copy and electronic versions would be available, with distributions via residents direct, the Middle shop, the Village Hall, church etc…Cllr J Grice confirmed the Big Day out is on 8th July and maybe the promotion of this and the questionnaire could be completed at the same time.

It was also discussed that the questionnaire could be completed anonymously if the residents preferred. The Clerk suggested that a reference to Data Protection could be added.

Coronation Bench 

Following his arrival, Cllr R I Williams was updated on the new proposed bench location, another vote was requested and this was 5 in favour of Riverside Walk and 2 for the bus stop. With regards to Riverside Walk, Cllr R I Williams understood this area belonged to another local council. This information was new to the CC and not as the Clerk understood the position. Further investigation is required. Action: Clerk

Maintenance Update 

Mr R Glanville reaffirmed the above.

With regards to the display cabinet, it was confirmed a price is being sought for Welsh and English name plates. Action: Cllr M Glanville.


Display Cabinet

Cllr C Dawson reported back on the views from the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC). A number of points were considered and discussed. The location of the cabinet, the continued access and visibility to drivers attending and leaving the VH, the allocation of space/sheets for each organisation on the front and rear of the cabinet. It was agreed that the cabinet would be shared and it was hoped all parties would be happy with the final arrangements.

Sportsfield/Bowling Green

Cllr J Grice updated the CC on the closure of the Bowling Green Club and that this area will move back to being the full responsibility of the Sportsfield Committee.

Efforts have been put into cutting the grass and trying to restore the fine surface. It is hoped that Bowls could continue for the village and there have been enquires regarding a venue for children’s parties (as it is a closed safe environment)

STREET LIGHTING: 

There were no pending reports of inoperable Street Lights.

Cllr R I Williams confirmed Worthenbury were using MEGA Electrical for their street lights. The Clerk confirmed he had spoken to MEGA previously and had no objection to approaching them again for the remaining non LED lanterns on Abbeygate Walk.

ACCOUNTS 

Annual Donations

Firstly, the Community Council agreed unanimously to make annual donations this year. Discussions continued about the level of donations, with Cllr S Morrison highlighting the importance of the institutions and the current rate of inflation and Cllr R I Williams linking the organisations to the history of the village. 

it was agreed that the level of annual donations to be given out this year for the church would remain the same as last year at £200 plus payment towards three cuts of the graveyard (approx. £1,050). The Presbyterian Chapel would receive £400, an extra £100 following its efforts to support the Post Office. The Village Hall would also receive an extra £100 to £400, as it is central to activities in the village. Cllr J Grice confirmed the Sportsfield is seeing its costs rise (see above), however it was agreed to maintain the annual donation at £1500 and offer the committee the option to apply for a larger Grant payment at a later date.

Cllr N Amyes put these payments to the CC and all were in agreement.

The Clerk confirmed he would arrange the annual donations as soon as possible. Action: Clerk.

The following payments have become due in the last month, all payments were agreed, proposed by Cllr S Morrison and seconded by Cllr N Amyes, all in agreement.

The Little Red Tractor Company (April, Village & Church)	£667.20
Employer costs Clerk (April)						£396.92
Zurich Annual Insurance Annual) 					£900.41	
Scottish Power Energy Costs (April)				£159.99
Vision ICT (Annual Fee Hosting and web support)		£161.25

The Clerk confirmed the VAT Reclaim for 2022/23 had been completed for £901.97. It was noted post meeting that an additional £37.86 should be claimed in 2023/24 in respect of Jones Lighting Ltd invoice 4731.

County Councillor Report

Cllr R I Williams updated the CC on Wrexham’s Local Development Plan (LDP), the new Mayor of Wrexham, communication with NRW and WCBC on the debris currently residing by the old bridge.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
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