Bangor on Dee Community Council Grants Policy
Community Council Grants Policy
1. Purpose of the Policy
This policy sets out how Bangor-on-Dee Community Council ("the Council") will award grants to organisations. It ensures that all grant funding is:
Lawful
Transparent
Accountable
Of clear benefit to the local community
The Council does not make unrestricted donations. All payments are conditional grants.
2. Legal Framework
All grants must be made under a specific legal power, including:
Local Government Act 1972, Section 137
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Section 19
Any other relevant statutory power
The maximum sum set aside each financial year for grants shall be agreed annually at the Council meeting in which the precept is set.
The legal power relied upon for each grant must be recorded in the Council minutes.
Where Section 137 is used:
Total Section 137 expenditure must not exceed the annual per-elector limit
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) will monitor cumulative spending
3. What the Council May Fund
The Council may award grants to support:
Community buildings and facilities (e.g. village halls, community centres)
Local charities and voluntary organisations providing services to residents
Community, cultural, sporting, heritage, or educational activities
Projects that improve wellbeing, inclusion, safety, or community cohesion


4. What the Council Will Not Fund
The Council will not award grants:
To individuals
For personal benefit or hardship payments
To support political parties or political campaigning
For activities that are the responsibility of the principal authority
To organisations operating primarily for private profit
Outside the Council’s geographical area
Retrospectively
As unrestricted gifts, donations, or goodwill payments
5. Churches and Faith Organisations
Grants may be awarded only where:
The funding is for secular, community use of a building or facility
The benefit is open to the wider community
Grants will not be awarded for:
Religious worship or instruction
Clergy or ministry costs
Faith-based activities as such
6. Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must:
Be a not-for-profit organisation, charity, or community group
Operate within, or demonstrably benefit, the Council’s area
Be properly constituted with a governing document
Have appointed officers and appropriate management arrangements
Hold a bank account in the organisation’s name




7. Application Process
All applications must:
Be made in writing using the Council’s application form
Be submitted to the Clerk by the published deadline
State the amount requested and purpose of the grant
Include evidence of community benefit
Include a summary of the most recent accounts
List other funding sought or received
8. Assessment and Decision-Making
Grant decisions will:
Be made by the full Council at a properly convened public meeting
Take account of community benefit, financial need, value for money, and available budget
Conflicts of interest:
Councillors must declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest
Councillors with an interest must withdraw from discussion and voting
9. Conditions of Grant
All grants are subject to conditions, including:
Use of funds only for the approved purpose
Provision of receipts or evidence of expenditure
Return of unspent or misused funds
10. Transparency and Audit
The Council will:
Publish details of grants awarded
Record grants in the annual accounts
Make records available for public inspection
11. Review of the Policy
This policy will be reviewed at least every four years or sooner if legislation or audit guidance changes.
Approved by Full Council ?????? Review Add date in four years


1
Version 3 – December 2025		
